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87 of 90 people found the following review helpful.
A Primer on Intelligence Tradecraft
By Nickolas Barragan
This book should be added to any serious reader's espionage bookshelf. It is not a memoir, per se, but a
readable study in what motivates people to spy for the United States, and how the CIA's operations officers
get them to do it. It is illustrated with stories from Crumpton's career and those of his friends an colleagues.
It is entertaining, funny, illuminating, and educational.

Some previously un- or under-told stories include: 1) how the Predator program was created because of the
determination of enterprising young operations officers and military details 2) how CIA's National Resources
division quietly does its work in the domestic theater, with the help of patriots in the private sector and 3) the
critical role of liaison with foreign intelligence services and how that works.

The best part of this book is that it not only describes how operations officers do their work, but how
analysts, technicians, support staff, all work together to provide the best intelligence they can for the country.
Whether policymakers use it or not is another matter, addressed in this book in a factual, non-strident way.

It is a fast read. Crumpton's writing style is simple, direct and clear and you have no questions about where
he stands on matters of opinion.

45 of 46 people found the following review helpful.
This book was an education
By Calif guy
I have been an active citizen and lawyer for 40 years, and I have always wondered what a spy does, how the
CIA operates in and outside the US, and what is the interplay between the CIA and politicos. This book went
a long way to explain much of that. While reading this book, I was consistently surprised how the book
offers clear and insightful education to an average citizen like myself, and, yet, will probably be a textbook
in spy training for years. Do I agree with everything Crumpton believes? No. Am I grateful Crumpton lays
out his experiences and views? Absolutely.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
A Decent look into the World of Deception
By JT Patten, Best Selling Thriller Author, CT intelligence specialist
An overall decent read into the life of Clandestine Service. For thrill seekers, there may be some
disappointment as the story is more about one man's journey as opposed to campfire tales of black ops. To be
sure, there are descriptive events and true story anecdotes. But intelligence and the politics around them are



not always sexy, but the book is informative and gives solid perspective to the day and the life of one man
who was in the midst and the history of the world surrounding him during that time.
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